
Originally built in 1902, Furman Hall is one of the 

oldest buildings on the Oregon State University Campus 

residing at one of the prominent campus gateways within 

the designated OSU Historic District.

Damaged by two ! res in the 1920’s, the resulting spaces 

were rebuilt over time into fragmented rooms which 

were disconnected with the building’s gracious windows, 

views, natural ventilation and lighting opportunities. By 

the 1990’s, the exterior stone façade was failing, but no 

funds were available for repair, so temporary remediation 

and protection of building users were put in place.

In 2013, a comprehensive rehabilitation was completed 

that incorporates a new four-story atrium and a rede-

signed " oor plan as well as exterior, interior, seismic, 

accessibility, technology and M/E/P systems overhauls, 

with the mandate that the historic façade be preserved 

and maintained.  The building houses the College of Edu-

cation, and the facility includes 21st century equipped 

general purpose classrooms, faculty and administrative 

staff of! ce spaces and meeting rooms.
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The failing exterior stone walls were removed and 

replaced with structural upgrades and new exterior 

walls, stone veneer, and windows that match the historic 

con! guration. The interior design creates an open, 

" exible, and ef! cient educational and work environment 

that ensures the ability to adapt and modify spaces as 

user needs and educational pedagogies and technologies 

evolve.

Large expanses of glass relights connect classrooms, 

meeting rooms and of! ce spaces to the new central 

atrium.  This allows light to ! lter in from above, through 

skylights as well as from perimeter windows in all 

directions. 

The Furman Hall rehabilitation is constructed to meet 

OSU’s goal of LEED Silver equivalency.  This is achieved 

by new M/E/P systems, the use of sustainable materials, 

including recycled and rapidly renewable content 

products, as well as maximizing opportunities for natural 

light and ventilation.
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The resulting project is a bright, modern, inviting teach-

ing and learning space that respects and takes advantage 

of its historic elements while providing for its needs well 

into the future.

DeMuro Award for Excellence in Preservation, Re-Use, 

and Community Revitalization


